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and ordinary tonics, but the patients had rapidly improved under the use of the 
following prescription:—Alcoholic extract of nux vomica (not officinal, hut 
prepared by most wholesale druggists), gr. ss; rhubarb, gr. ss; saccharated 
carbonate of iron, gr. j; blue pill, gr. ss.; opium, gr. I, made into a pill, and 
taken three times daily. ' In many cases ho omitted the opium altogether. 

He attributed the benefit to the influence of the nux vomica, which by stimu¬ 
lating the nervous energy of the bowels, enabled the lacteals to absorb the 
nutriment from the food, and the large intestines to retain the faeces; whilst, 
at the same time, the iron acted as a permanent tonic; and the very small doses 
of rhubarb and blue pill improved the character of the secretions, without acting 
as an aperient. Improvement was generally perceptible in a few days, and he 
seldom had occasion to continue the prescription more than a fortnight. 

Mr. Taylor, of the Liverpool workhouse, confirmed this account from his 
experience of many cases in the same class of patients in whom he had tried 
it, on Dr. Nevins’s recommendation.'— Lond. Med. Gaz., Dec. 1848. 

36. Beneficial Effects of Coffee in Infantile Cholera. — Dr. Pickford states, 
that from the great importance which now attaches to the treatment of cholera, 
he feels it to be incumbent upon him to impart to others the experience which 
recent opportunities have afforded him of the effects of cofi'ee in the cholera of 
infants. 

In the case of an infant at the breast, to which he was called late, to whom 
the usual remedies had been administered unavailingly for four days, the exhi¬ 
bition of coffee was attended with complete success. The incessant vomiting 
and purging had produced extreme emaciation; the abdomen was distended; 
the pulse was frequent and small; there was groat restlessness, and sleeping 
with the eyes half opened; convulsive motions of the eyes when awake. Car¬ 
bonate of ammonia, with nourishing diet, and external stimulants, having been 
fruitlessly exhibited, Dr. Pickford determined to have recourse to coffee, which 
he knew to have been recommended as a stimulating tonic, by Dr. Dewees. He 
began with a small dose, a scruple, infused in two ounces of water, with one 
ounce of syrup, giving a large spoonful every hour. The effect was surprising; 
the vomiting was arrested; the evacuations became more consistent, improved 
in colour, and less frequent. The amendment progressed so rapidly, that by 
the tenth day the child was discharged as cured. 

The effects were equally good in a little girl, fourteen weeks old, in whom 
the vomiting was not so severe, but the diarrhoea was quite as copious. In this 
case, also, the coffee was given, after other means had been tried, and the pa¬ 
tient greatly reduced. 

Dr. Pickford has since used this remedy in nine children of different ages, 
from four weeks to two years and a half. The doses have varied from half a 
scruple to two scruples daily. He has, also, administered it to children labour¬ 
ing under premonitory symptoms, especially where the evacuations have been 
very light-coloured. In some cases a single dose of calomel has preceded its 
employment. The effect was always favourable, except in one case to which 
he was called too late, when the child was already sinking. 

He has not had any occasion to try the value of coffee in the diarrhoea of adults, 
having found calomel and opium of sufficient efficacy. 

The benefit of coffee, especially in bilious diarrhoea, has been extolled by 
Lauzow and Chultze (Richter's Arzneimittellohre, vol. 1). West, in 1813, 
found a combination of coffee and opium very useful in the epidemic of that 
year. Coffee has long been employed by the common people as a remedy (in 
Germany, we suppose), after excessive indulgence in spirit drinking. It is 
known to have the property of promoting digestion, and the action of the 
bowels. 

The purgative action of burnt coffee, is attributed by Dr. Pickford to its tonic 
exciting properties. Like some other substances, in small doses it is capable 
of restraining diarrhoea, while in large doses it acts as a cathartic. The phy¬ 
siological explanation of this opposite effect of the same remedy is probably to 
be found in the condition of the motor nerves, which, being weakened, are by 
its moderate stimulus restored to their normal state of excitement, and thereby 
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diarrhoea depending on their paralysis is cured. In this way, also, is explained 
its aperient action in larger doses on adults, by its over-stimulating these nerves, 
and so promoting increased movement of the intestines.— Land. Med. Gaz., Nov. 
1848, from Henle’s Zeitschrift, vol. vii., part 1. 

37. Palsy of the Tongue cured by galvano-pundure .—In 1813, an old woman, 
Rosa Ponti, was seized with general palsy of sensation and motion, in conse¬ 
quence of fright. Of this she was cured, except in the arms, head, and tongue. 
She could not articulate a word. In 183G, twenty-three years afterwards, Dr. 
Dacamijja had recourse to galvano-puncture—one pole of the apparatus being 
applied to the occipital nerve by means of a needle introduced into the neck, 
and the other to the tip of the tongue. After two applications the patient could 
raise the organ, and after the third, she could reply to some questions intelli¬ 
gibly, although with difficulty. After this the points of contact were varied, 
and the electricity applied to different parts. The patient gradually recovered 
her speech, and the other palsied parts were also cured .—Psychological Journ., 
Jan. 1849, from Filiatre Sebezio. 

38. On the Injection of various substances into the Veins. By Dr. Manzolini and 
Quaglino of Milan.—The municipality of Milan having placed at the authors’ 
disposal a large number of stray dogs, they took the opportunity of injecting 
various substances into the veins; as pus of various descriptions, blood abstracted 
for different diseases, and a variety of putrefying animal substances. They then 
experimented with a variety of poisonous and medicinal agents, as arsenic, 
corrosive sublimate, iodine, digitalis, quinine, &c. The following are the prin¬ 
cipal conclusions: 

1. Pus, whether syphilitic, variolous, or tubercular, does not induce corre¬ 
sponding specific affections in the organism of brutes, but constantly determines 
a gastro-enteritis and enlargement of the mesenteric glands. 2. Recent blood, 
though abstracted from patients with fever, small-pox, &c., exerts no effect on 
the health of animals. 3. The inorganic irritating poisons exert their action on 
the alimentary canal, inducing generally a gastro-enteritis. 4. This predilection 
for the intestinal tube seems to be due to the facility with which it becomes an 
eliminatory organ, by reason of its vast superficies and its easy communication 
with the exterior. 5. The action excited by pus transported into the circulation 
explains the colliquative diarrhoea and other gastro-enteric disturbances which in¬ 
dividuals suffering from largo and old suppurating wounds, open cancer, phthisis, 
empyema, phlebitis, and gangrenous typhus are liable to. 6. Putrefying sub¬ 
stances exert the same effects upon the canal as the irritant poisons. 7. Gastro¬ 
enteritis is not met with in those animals which die soon after the injection of 
these bodies. 8. All poisonous substances, organic and inorganic, whether 
introduced into the circulation by the veins, or by the digestive apparatus, con¬ 
stantly effect an alteration in the crasis of the blood. 9. That these poisons 
may exert their action upon the nervous system, it is requisite they should be 
transported into the circulatory current, the affection of the nervous centres 
being only secondary; in fact, when the stomach has been deprived of the 
influence of the par vagum by section, the same results are obtained as when 
this is uninterfered with. 10. Vegetable poisonous substances and their alkaloids, 
however, attack the nervous system in preference to the digestive tube. Some 
especially affect the brain, as opium; others the cerebellum and medulla 
spinalis, as the ethers; and others the medulla spinalis alone, as strychnia, 
quinine, loliutn tomulentum, &c. 11. Two substances acting upon the same 

portion of the nervous system, but producing phenomena peculiar to each, when 
they are given simultaneously, do not confound their actions, but simultaneously 
manifest their proper phenomena. Thus by giving strychnia to a dog labour¬ 
ing under the tremors produced by lolium tomulentum, we engraft upon these 
the tetanic spasms peculiar to the alkaloid. 12. The venous and arterial tree 
is always found normal, whatever be the substance injected by the veins or 
administered by the mouth. 13. The remedies known as the narcotics and 
narcotico-acrids of authors (as aconite, belladonna) never induce gastro-ente¬ 
ritis, however introduced. 14. Dilatation of the pupil may be induced by 



